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© The present invention relates to a reusable dis- 
play sheath for protecting the working end of an 
article such as a pair of scissors, the sheath com- 
prises an elongated passage having a longitudinal 
axis, a first end, and an opposed open end for 
accommodating insertion and withdrawal of the work- 
ing end of the article, and frangible latch means that 
are integrally formed in the sheath at its open end, 
the latch means comprising a frangible tongue sep- 
arable from the sheath to effect unlocking of the 
article from the sheath while permitting its semi- 
permanent engagement with the sheath. 




FIG. 1 
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TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates, generally, to dis- 
play packages for articles such as scissors, pliers, 
items of cutlery, and the like. More particularly, this 
invention is concerned with a display package 
comprising a sheath intended to protect the work- 
ing end of a tool disposed therein, the tool having 
an opposed force applying end disposed across a 
protruding stud. The sheath, which is advanta- 
geously made of rigid material, is provided with 
breakable tabs for semi-permanently engaging the 
protruding stud thereby preventing the tool from 
being removed from the display package. The 
sheath is, however, reusable by the purchaser once 
the tabs are broken off the sheath. Although it will 
become apparent from the following description 
that certain features of this invention may be uti- 
lized in a display package used in connection with 
tools of various construction, for ease of under- 
standing and convenience, the following description 
will from time to time specifically refer to a sheath 
used to protect the blades of a pair of scissors as 
the most preferred implementation of the present 
invention. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Pivoted implements, such as scissors, are cus- 
tomarily sold in display packages. Preferably, such 
packages include a transparent cover and a display 
card bearing the name of the manufacturer in addi- 
tion to other pertinent user information. Various 
means such as ties, loops, staples etc., have been 
used for securing the tool to the cover and/or card. 

For some time now, to improve shelf appeal 
and reduce packaging labor, blister packages have 
been used and have become quite customary to 
display some of these implements. In such prior art 
blister packages, the article itself is secured to the 
card as it is completely encapsulated between a 
clear plastic cover and the card in such a manner 
that the article can be viewed but cannot be 
touched. It has been found, however, that consum- 
ers interested in an item often want to manipulate 
the item or test operate it within the confines of the 
display unit. 

The deficiencies of commonly known display 
packages have been recognized and addressed in 
various ways by those skilled in the art. For exam- 
ple, in U.S. Patent No. 4,165,805 to Fethke et al., 
the blister pack has been provided with a cutout 
allowing restricted movement of the blades of the 
displayed scissors. U.S. Patent No. 4,872,551 to 
Theros discloses a working clamshell blister pack- 
age wherein the handles of a pair of pliers are 
completely accessible to the user while the plier 
jaws are enclosed. Finally, in U.S. Patent No. 



4,714,159 to the present inventor, the detent area 
of a clear plastic sheath mounted on a card en- 
gages the pivot member of a pair of scissors, 
thereby allowing quick assembly of the entire dis- 

5 play package and removably securing the scissors 
to the reusable sheath. 

It can be readily appreciated, however, that 
while display packages in accordance with Fethke 
and Theros prevent removal of the item from the 

w display card, such display packages cannot conve- 
niently be reused by consumers as sheathes to 
protect the working surfaces of such items. On the 
other hand, in a display package such as that 
disclosed in Patent No. 4,714,159 to the present 

75 inventor, the reusable sheath permits the interested 
purchaser to completely remove the displayed item 
from the sheath, thereby allowing pilferage. 

Thus, it is desirable to provide an inexpensive 
display package for items such as scissors or the 

20 like which can alleviate the problems associated 
with conventional merchandising methods, i.e., 
which permits viewing, manipulation, and at least 
restricted testing, of the item prior to purchase 
while preventing complete removal of the item from 

25 the display package, and which also provides a 
reusable sheath designed to protect the blades of 
the scissors when not in use. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

30 

The present invention provides an improved 
display package, for items such as scissors, which 
is inexpensive to produce and assemble, which 
reduces pilferage, and which can be reused later 

35 as a sheath to protect the blades of the item. 

According to one embodiment of the present 
invention, a display package comprises a sheath 
having a securing member to prevent removal of 
the item from the display package while permitting 

40 manipulation and limited testing of the item by the 
interested consumer prior to purchase. This em- 
bodiment is designed to allow the consumer to 
reuse the sheath after purchase to protect the 
working surfaces of the item when not in use. 

45 According to a preferred embodiment of the 

present invention, the display package is character- 
ized in that the sheath is provided with a latch 
engaging by snap action the protruding pivot mem- 
ber of a pair of scissors. This embodiment has a 

so latch with frangible tabs which must be broken off 
the sheath to permit removal of the scissors from 
the sheath while allowing the user to reuse the 
sheath to protect the blades of the scissors. 

Other advantages of the present invention will 

55 become apparent from the detailed description giv- 
en hereinafter. It should be understood, however, 
that the detailed description and specific embodi- 
ments are given by way of illustration only since, 
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from this detailed description, various changes and 
modifications within the spirit and scope of the 
invention will also become apparent to those skilled 
in the art. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present exemplary embodiment of the 
present invention will hereinafter be described in 
conjunction with the appended drawings, wherein 
like numerals denote like elements and: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a display package 
according to the present invention used to dis- 
play a pair of scissors; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the sheath of 

the display package shown in Figure 1 ; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the card of the 

display package shown in Figure 1 ; 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the rear of the 

sheath shown in Figure 2; 

Figure 5 is a side elevational view of a display 

package according to the present invention used 

to display a knife; and 

Figure 6 is a side elevational view of the pack- 
age illustrated in Figure 1 . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EX- 
EMPLARY EMBODIMENT 

The present invention relates to display pack- 
ages for items comprising at least one elongated 
member having a working end and an opposed 
force applying end. Accordingly, the term "scis- 
sors" as used herein from time to time should also 
be understood to connote other types of items 
such as pliers, shears, and other cutlery items, etc. 
which may be displayed in a sheath of the type 
disclosed in the present invention and which have 
a protuberance cooperating with the latch member 
of the sheath to prevent pilferage of the item. In 
this vein, those skilled in the art will further appre- 
ciate that the device described herein and its prin- 
ciple of operation are broadly applicable to a wide 
variety of implements generally, and may be adapt- 
ed to items other than scissors. Accordingly, while 
the present invention is hereinafter described in 
connection with a pair of scissors, the skilled arti- 
san will note its many other applications. 

Referring to the Figures, a display package in 
accordance with the present invention, designated 
generally as 10, is shown to comprise a display 
card 12 made for example of cardboard, and a 
sheath 14 preferably made of rigid clear plastic. 
Sheath 14 has opposing spaced-apart front and 
rear walls 11, 13, respectively, which define an 
elongated passage 15 having an opening generally 
designated as 17 and an opposed closed end 19. 
Sheath 14 is shown mounted on card 12 enclosing 



a pair of scissors identified as 16. Scissors 16 
comprise elongated members 18 and 20 disposed 
for cooperative engagement about a protruding 
pivotable joint generally designated as 22, having 

5 studs 32 and 34. Studs 32, 34 can be convention- 
ally formed by a rivet or a screw head but are 
preferably made of plastic material. Elongated 
members 18 and 20 respectively comprise scissor 
blades 24, 26, and handles 28, 30. Scissors 16 are 

10 shown in Figure 1 with blades 24, 26 positioned 
within sheath 14, while handles 28, 30 are shown 
outside sheath 14. 

Sheath 14 is formed of a substantially rigid 
material, preferably clear PVC plastic, having a wall 

75 thickness of about 1 mm. Scissors 16 are secured 
to sheath 14 by a latch mechanism generally des- 
ignated as 40, which engages stud 32. 

Latch 40 is formed in front wall 11 and com- 
prises a resiliently flexible receiving member 42. 

20 The receiving member 42 is advantageously 
shaped as a circle, opening on a neck 44 which 
extends along edges 46 from receiving member 42 
to opening 17. A slit 48, running parallel with the 
longitudinal axis of sheath 14, extends from receiv- 

25 ing member 42 towards closed end 19. Slit 48 
permits flexing of portions of receiving member 42 
when stud 32 engages therewith. In its free state, 
receiving member 42 has a diameter which is 
slightly smaller than the diameter of stud 32, there- 

30 by allowing stud 32 to latch with receiving member 
42. 

Referring more particularly to Figs. 4 and 6, 
frangible latch means, generally designated as 60, 
engages stud 34. Latch means 60, which is integ- 

35 rally formed in rear wall 13, comprises a resiliently 
flexible enclosing member 62 advantageously 
shaped as a circle, and a frangible tongue 70 
extending from enclosing member 62 toward and 
beyond sheath opening 17. A slit 68, running par- 

40 allel with the longitudinal axis of sheath 14, extends 
from enclosing member 62 towards closed end 19. 
Slit 68 permits flexing of portions of enclosing 
member 62 to facilitate engagement of stud 34 
therewith. In its free state, enclosing member 62 

45 has a diameter which is slightly smaller than the 
diameter of stud 34. 

Frangible tongue 70, which is conveniently 
shaped as a portion of a disk, comprises ribs 72 
and 74 extending radially from enclosing member 

50 62 toward open end 17. Frangible tongue 70 further 
includes a slit 78 parallel to the longitudinal axis of 
sheath 14 and extending from enclosing member 
62 substantially into frangible tongue 70. In addi- 
tion, to facilitate assembly of display unit 10, fran- 

55 gible tongue 70 is advantageously stepped away 
from the plane of rear wall 13 to reduce stresses 
caused in rear wall 13 by stud 34 during insertion 
of blades 24, 26 into sheath 14. 
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To secure scissors 16 to sheath 14, blades 24, 
26 are inserted into sheath 14 through opening end 
17 so that studs 32, 34 respectively engage latch 
means 40, 60. When studs 32, 34 reach receiving 
member 42 and enclosing member 62, respec- 
tively, slit 48 allows stud 32 to enlarge receiving 
member 42 to correspond to the diameter of stud 
32, while slits 68 and 78 facilitate engagement of 
stud 34 with enclosing member 62. 

By virtue of the forces exerted by pivotable 
joint 22 on receiving member 42 and enclosing 
member 62, and because enclosing member 62 
substantially encloses the diameter of stud 34, 
scissors 16 become latched in sheath 14 at stud 
32, in addition to being latched and locked within 
sheath 14 at stud 34, thereby reducing pilferage. 
When the user subsequently wishes to remove 
scissors 16 from sheath 14, it will be necessary for 
the user to separate frangible tongue 70 from 
sheath 14 along ribs 72 and 74; scissors 16 are 
therefore semi-permanently secured to sheath 14. 
With frangible tongue 70 broken off sheath 14, 
latch means 40 and 60 are symmetrical; scissors 
16 become removably secured (i.e., only latched in 
means 40, 60 at studs 32, 34, respectively) to 
sheath 14 and blades 24, 26 may be freely with- 
drawn from and inserted into reusable sheath 14. 

To facilitate merchandising scissors 16 in pro- 
tective sheath 14, e.g., to display sheath 14 on a 
peg or other display hook of a merchandising pan- 
el, sheath 14 is provided with ways to hang sheath 
14 on a merchandising display. This hanging fea- 
ture preferably consists of a pair of registering 
apertures 54, 55 located at closed end 19. Further- 
more, as most displayed items are commonly sold 
with accompanying marketing and other user in- 
formation, such items are generally displayed on a 
card on which such information is printed. Accord- 
ingly, to secure sheath 14 to display card 12, 
display card 12 is provided with an elongated 
opening 58 which has at least the same width as 
sheath 14. A slot 56 is provided in sheath 14 at 
closed end 19 and proximate rear wall 13. Slot 56 
has a width substantially corresponding to the 
thickness of card 12 so that sheath 14 can be 
inserted at the upper edge 80 of elongated opening 
58, while frangible tongue 70 extends beyond the 
lower edge 82 of elongated opening 58. 

Although to be able to load package 10 on the 
peg 50 of a merchandising panel it is sufficient to 
provide a cutout at the top of display card 12, to 
interlock display card 12 with sheath 14 and scis- 
sors 16, i.e., to further secure sheath 14 to display 
card 12, such cutout is preferably aligned with 
registering apertures 54 and 55. More particularly 
and referring to Figs. 2, 3, and 6, a cutout 84 is 
provided near top edge 80 so that when sheath 14 
is received within elongated opening 58, registering 



apertures 54, 55, and cutout 84 are in registration. 
Thus, peg 50 (or a rod or hook) of a merchandising 
panel extending through apertures 54, 55, and 
cutout 84, interlocks display card 12 with sheath 14 

5 in which scissors 16 are semi-permanently re- 
ceived, thereby further impeding removal of scis- 
sors 16 from display card 12. 

Display package 10 is readily assembled. 
Sheath 14 is inserted into elongated opening 58 

w from the back of display card 12 so that slot 56 
engages upper edge 80. Sheath 14 is then pushed 
through opening 58 to the front surface of card 12 
until tongue 70 makes contact with the back sur- 
face of card 12. Thereafter, blades 24, 26 are 

75 inserted into sheath 14 until pivotable joint 22 
reaches latch means 40, 60, thereby semi-perma- 
nently securing scissors 16 to sheath 14 in the 
position shown in Figure 1. When display package 
10 is subsequently loaded on peg 50 of a mer- 

20 chandising panel, display card 12, sheath 14, and 
scissors 16 are interlocked. 

It is understood that the above description is of 
a preferred exemplary embodiment of the present 
invention, and that the invention is not limited to 

25 the specific forms described. For example, certain 
scissors may not require both studs 32 and 34 to 
engage latch means 40 and 60, respectively, as 
such scissors may be sufficiently secured to 
sheath 14 only by stud 34 engaging latch means 

30 60. In that case, latch means 40 is no longer 
required. Moreover, although the invention is illus- 
trated in figures 1-4 and 6 in connection with a pair 
of scissors, it is conceivable that the invention may 
also be used to semi-permanently secure to the 

35 sheath a non-pivoted implement such as a knife or 
other item of cutlery, as shown in Fig. 5, wherein a 
knife 116 having studs 132, 134, is semi-perma- 
nently secured at studs 132, 134 to a sheath 114 
according to the present invention mounted on a 

40 display card 112. It should also be noted that 
scissors 16 in sheath 14 may be displayed in ways 
other than those disclosed herein. However, such 
other configurations and applications are consid- 
ered to be within the scope of this invention. Ac- 

45 cordingly, these and other substitutions, modifica- 
tions, changes and omissions may be made in the 
design and arrangement of the elements disclosed 
herein without departing from the scope of the 
appended claims. 

50 

Claims 

1. A reusable display sheath for protecting the 
working end of a tool having an opposed force 
55 applying end disposed across a protruding 

stud projecting from said tool, said sheath 
comprising: 

an elongated passage having a longitudinal 
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axis, a first end, and an opposed open end for 
accommodating insertion and withdrawal of 
said working end along said axis; and 

frangible latch means, integrally formed in 
said sheath at said open end, comprising a 
frangible tongue separable from said sheath to 
effect unlocking of said tool from said sheath 
while permitting semi-permanent engagement 
of said tool with said sheath by said protruding 
stud. 

2. The sheath of claim 1 further comprising hang- 
er means disposed proximate said first end for 
displaying said tool. 

3. A reusable display sheath for protecting the 
working portions of a pivoted tool having op- 
posed force applying ends disposed across a 
protruding pivotable joint projecting from said 
tool, said sheath comprising: 

an elongated passage having a longitudinal 
axis, a first end, and an opposed open end for 
accommodating insertion and withdrawal of 
said working portions along said axis when 
said tool is in substantially closed configura- 
tion; and 

frangible latch means, integrally formed in 
said sheath at said open end, comprising a 
frangible tongue separable from said sheath to 
effect unlocking of said tool from said sheath 
while permitting semi-permanent engagement 
of said tool with said sheath by said protruding 
joint. 

4. The sheath of claim 3, wherein said frangible 
latch means further comprises an enclosing 
member substantially centered on said longitu- 
dinal axis for cooperative engagement with 
said protruding joint, and wherein said tongue 
extends from said enclosing member beyond 
said open end and comprises a plurality of ribs 
projecting outwardly from said longitudinal axis 
to facilitate separation of said tongue from said 
sheath along said ribs, whereby said enclosing 
member removably engages said joint when 
said tongue is broken off said sheath. 

5. The sheath of claim 4, wherein said tongue is 
stepped away from the plane of said frangible 
latch means to facilitate engagement of said 
protruding joint with said frangible latch means 
as said working portions are inserted into said 
elongated passage. 

6. The sheath of claim 4, wherein said frangible 
latch means further comprises a slit sufficiently 
extending from said enclosing member, along 
said longitudinal axis, away from said open 



end, and substantially into said tongue, to per- 
mit flexing of portions of said frangible latch 
means adjacent said enclosing member to fa- 
cilitate engagement of said joint with said fran- 
5 gible latch means. 

7. The sheath of claim 3 further comprising a 
non-frangible latch means cooperating with 
said frangible latch means to secure said tool 

10 to said sheath. 

8. The sheath of claim 3 further comprising hang- 
er means disposed proximate said first end for 
displaying said tool. 

75 

9. The sheath of claim 7 wherein said non-fran- 
gible latch means comprises a receiving mem- 
ber, substantially centered on said longitudinal 
axis for cooperative engagement with said pro- 

20 truding joint, and a slit sufficiently extending, 

along said longitudinal axis, from said receiving 
member towards said first end to permit flex- 
ing of portions of said non-frangible latch 
means adjacent said receiving member to fa- 

25 cilitate engagement of said joint with said non- 

frangible latch means. 

10. The sheath of claim 4 further comprising a 
non-frangible latch means cooperating with 

30 said frangible latch means to removably se- 

cure said tool to said sheath when said tongue 
is broken off said sheath. 

11. The sheath of claim 10 wherein said frangible 
35 latch means and said non-frangible latch 

means are generally symmetrical with respect 
to said longitudinal axis when said tongue is 
broken off said sheath. 

40 12. A display package for protecting the working 
portions of a pivoted tool having opposed force 
applying ends disposed across a protruding 
pivotable joint projecting from said tool, said 
display package comprising: 

45 (a) a sheath 

i) having a pair of opposing spaced-apart 
walls defining an elongated passage hav- 
ing a longitudinal axis, a first end, and an 
opposed open end for accommodating 

50 insertion and withdrawal of said working 

portions along said axis when said tool is 
in substantially closed configuration, 

ii) having frangible latch means integrally 
formed in one of said walls at said open 

55 end, for semi-permanently securing said 

tool to said sheath by said protruding 
joint, 
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Hi) having a pair of registering apertures 
in said walls proximate said first end; and 
(b) a card having an elongated opening 
sufficient to receive said sheath, said open- 
ing having a top edge and a bottom edge, 
said top edge having a cutout portion, 
said cutout and said registering apertures be- 
ing in registration when said sheath is received 
within said elongated opening, to interlock said 
card with said sheath at said apertures when 
said display package is mounted on the peg 
rod of a merchandising panel. 

13. A display package for a pivoted tool compris- 
ing a pair of elongated members disposed for 
cooperative engagement about a pivotable joint 
having at least one protruding stud, said elon- 
gated members having working portions and 
opposed force applying ends disposed across 
said pivotable joint, said display package com- 
prising: 

an elongated sheath wherein said working 
portions are received, said sheath 

a) being of substantially rigid material, 

b) having a pair of opposing spaced-apart 
walls, 

c) having side portions connected with said 
walls along the length of the sheath to de- 
fine a passage having a first end and an 
opposed open end for lengthwise insertion 
of said working portions thereinto, 

d) having a pair of registering apertures 
proximate said first end, 

e) at least one of said walls having at said 
open end a frangible latch means integrally 
formed therein, said frangible latch means 
being engageable with said stud as said 
working portions are inserted into said pas- 
sage, to semi-permanently confine said 
working portions against withdrawal from 
said sheath; and 

a display card, for displaying said tool in 
said sheath, said display card 

a) comprising a panel of cardboard or the 
like, said panel having front and back sur- 
faces, 

b) having an elongated opening in which 
said sheath is closely receivable with said 
other of said walls spaced beyond said front 
surface and said frangible latch means sub- 
stantially overlying said back surface, 

c) said elongated opening having a top 
edge, a bottom edge, and a cutout at said 
top edge, said cutout and said registering 
apertures being substantially aligned when 
said sheath is received within said elon- 
gated opening, thereby permitting interlock- 
ing of said card with said sheath in which 



said working portions are received when 
said display package is installed on a mer- 
chandising panel peg rod, 
said force applying ends overlying said 
5 front surface to cooperate with said frangible 

latch means in confining said sheath against 
displacement out of said elongated opening. 

14. The display package of claim 13, wherein said 
w sheath has a slot at said first end, said slot 

being substantially parallel to said walls and 
proximate said one of said walls, said slot 
cooperating with said top edge to prevent dis- 
placement of said sheath out of said elongated 
75 opening. 

15. A scissors sheath comprising: 

a pair of opposing spaced-apart walls de- 
fining an elongated passage open at one end 

20 for accommodating insertion and withdrawal 

along the path of travel in said passage of the 
closed blades of a pair of scissors; and 

frangible latch means for semi-permanent- 
ly securing said pair of scissors in said sheath, 

25 said latch means being integrally formed in 

one of said walls at the open end of said 
passage, said latch means comprising a 
tongue removable therefrom and a resiliently 
flexible enclosing member for releasable en- 

30 gagement with a pair of scissors inserted into 

said sheath, said tongue including radially pro- 
jecting ribs to effect removal of said tongue 
from said sheath thereby allowing disengage- 
ment of said scissors from said enclosing 

35 member. 
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The present invention relates to a reusable 
d i s p 1 a y s h e a t. h (14) for protect i n g t h e w o r k i n g e n d 
of an article such as a pair of scissors (16), the 
sheath comprises an elongated passage (15) having 
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a longitudinal axis^ a first end, and an opposed 
o p e n e n d for acco mm o d a t i n g i n s e r t i o n a n d 
withdrawal of the working end of the article, and 
frangible latch means ( 7 0 ) that are integrally 
formed in the sheath at its open end, the latch 
means ( 40 ) comprising a frangible tongue ( 70 ) 
separable from the sheath to effect unlocking of 
the article from the sheath while permitting its 

s e m i ~~ p e r m a n ent e n g a g e m e n t w i t h t h e s h e a t h . L J 
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